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“hrayear or lwo, we'li see
programs on the farm. such as

public ways and trails and

Ic:n ning opportunities.” said
Primack. “We'll see the joys,
the education, and the knowl-
edge of agriculture this will
give and the heritage of the
O’ Neil family will go on for a
very, very long time.”

O7Neil said that there have
been a few ups and downs
over the years in keeping the

farm in the family and that
with the sale complete, the
feeling is somewhat bitter-
sweet,

"l feel ke I'm lettinig go of
od part of my hife, so that's the

bitter.” he suid, “But 1‘::is :;Eso
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; residents of this arca.”
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tman Andre Mariec-
said that the owsn is
excited with the purchase to
preserve  a tremendous
amount of land in Duxbury.

w aind Tor

done by
1hc ‘w:ldands T:‘u.st._ Car'
O Neil and others,” he said
“For their delermination 10 g¢
his done. I'm so thankful for
all their cfforts and look for-
ward to continuing this.”

Nartecchini added that the
purchase
the town's Con
Pr uermuon Act funds, which
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price of S4.3 milli
» Carl O'Neil and hs\
ale m'-.a.hc:' FEdward's heirs.
wast o September,  the
Wiidiands Trust paid S1.45
mithon to Edward O Neil's
children and Wednesday
turned over a checek for §2.24
midlion to Carl O'Neil. The
long-time farmer is donating
some of

on

his own proceeds to
charitable tounda-
tion that will oversee the farm
and obiain the rights to the
tand from the Wildlands Trust
once it 1s formally established.

The Historic O'Neil Farm,
Incy will operate the farm and
run the educational compo-
nents and public access through
a bourd composed of Wildlands
Trust desizgnees, own represen-
tatives and others.

As part of the o
agreement to obtun the land,
however, the Trust is still obli-
gated 10 raise SL00.000 o
complete the transaction.
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volunteers from

tion and from surrounding
towns who guve their all to the

project, trom standing out in
freezing weather to sell com-
memorative milk bottles to
conceiving the idea for the
plywood cows 1o raise money
and awareness for the farw
preservation.

“We raised almost two mil-
lion dollars in private dona-
tions,” he said. “That shows
the generosity and the fore-
sight for the future of this land
by pecopie. We had people
who were generous and then
people who were strongly
generous...who gave every
spare dollar they could and
betieved in the
painted for them.”

With that in mind, Primack
is hopeful that there are more
donors out there who can help
with the final step in preserv-
mg a farm that has been in
existence since 1729 and will
provide agriculture [or
o come.

“This has
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cally been a
conmunily and regional proj-
he sail, “This is an edu-
cational and epen space proj-
cet, but more than anything.

it
ir

eet.”

s an agriculural project.
This region was built on farim-
ing.  From the minuie ihe
Pilgrims landed in this area.
they took their fiving from the
earth. Is where we all came
from.”

O Neil has seen the eff
that learning aboul farming
can have on people. having
from town work
wm the furm and years later
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Others uapparently sha
that joy, not only approving
funds ai I;N year’s Special
Town Meeting, but also show-
ing their support of the project
for over a year, a fact not Jost
on O'Neil.

“I"m amazed with the com-
munity turnout, but knowing
Duxbury. 1 wasn’t surprised
that much I guess.” he said. 1
was  skeptical at  some
moments about this project,
but T kept the fuith. T knew
this would be a good thing and
I and the Trust w.uncd this to
happen, so it did.”

For more information on
the Wildlands Trust aind the
O’Neil Farm preservation, go
o wiowwildlandsirust.org.
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A Farm Forever
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| Maving Mom or towa officials and ollers involved iy the missinn
ta save the O'Neil lann g Wednestay as i 145-acre propesty was oflicialls nurehize
fos pieseivation. On hand for the announcement were {1 o 1): Wikdlands Trus! Bozrs af |
Dircators Peesitien) Moward Randall, Selcsiman Andie liaricechint, Wildlands Trow
Exeouiive Lireclor Mark Primack, Carl 0'laii, and Selectman Beisy Sullivan.
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vidualg wio helped preserve the G’Neil tarm during.




